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place that Buddha arrived on his return from the seats of
Nats, whither he had gone to preach the law to his mother.
According to the legend, the distance from Thawattie to
Thing-ka-tha is thirty youdzanas in a westerly direction.
Fa-Hian says that he saw in one of the temples of that
place the ladder Buddha had used when he came down
from the seats of Nats.

11.  The village of Patali is the very place where was
subsequently established the renowned city of Patalibo-
thra,  capital of Magatha.    The  place  had  reached  the
height of its glory when Megasthenes, the ambassador of
Seleucns, visited it in the reign of Chandragupta.    In the
time of Buddha it was but an insignificant place.    There
was, however, a sort of fort to arrest the inroads of some
troublesome neighbours.   Buddha, when he passed through
that place, predicted that it would become a flourishing
town.    The prediction began to have its accomplishment
one hundred years after his death, when King Kalathoka
left Radzagio, and removed the seat of his empire to Pali-
bothra, near the place where the modern city of Patna
stands.

12.  The town of Wethalie is supposed to have stood
north of Patna on the Gunduck, not far from the place
where that river joins the Ganges.    The large village of
Besarh, twenty miles north of Hajipur, occupies a portion
of the place on which stood Wethalie.    In the seventh
century Buddhism was there on its decline; false doctrines,
as says one of the Chinese pilgrims, were much prevailing.
Nothing was to be seen at that time but a ruined town and
many monasteries, almost deserted, and also falling into
decay.    Many signs of ancient ruins are also to be met
with between Besarh and Bakra; they belong to the same
city, which was both populous and wealthy.    Its circum-
ference was about twelve miles, including the two modern
places of Bakra and Besarh.    All the mounds of ruins have
been carefully searched and described by A. Cunningham,
and the sites of ancient tanks exactly laid down.   There